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. SEX PISTOLS CHELMSFORD PRISON .

Sex Pistols Flyer 'Castrated’ includes Chelmsford Prison
review 1976.
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Chelmnsford magrimum aecuxi‘l:; prison isn"”"t ne council tenancy, but it is in
the suburbs, right next to some office buildings and a gervice gtation on the
corner (quiek gete.\m;,r) The priscners are in for afkemeliesgl three years emaad o,
ey st et o whils away the hours they can jein inter-prisem
weiphtlifting, join the film soeiety for 1lp a week (mostly Tecent releases),
rent a coleur tv for 3p a week, dnd see rock bands onece 'a monthe
J Lnybandtmtcareatccmplaymm&pt for Hawkwind. Everyome was
. mﬁfmmﬁaﬁﬂmw ‘ ey heguentt be asked bock
- . No, I mean the priscners. Anyway, Hawkwind|started yelling 'Killl Killl'
and there was g minor riot. So'ro encores for'them., Tonight it's the Pistols.
Host of the lads will be digging them behind a variety of chemicals. ‘““m".‘mﬁ 1
It was Paul's last day.at the brewery, so he come down Baparatelcrg::_'h
™ M\,ﬁ ‘the front deor, talk to the screw sitting behind an inch thick'sheet of glasa, R
AL eiAg walk through a noisy, dull grey slifiing door into 2 small, dull grey rocm i

4 with a2 low ceiling, table with chair at each end, the door slides sbut, inetant

i claustrophobia, the metal grey door in fromt noisily slides open, walk inde a

) puke green room-and sit under the bulletin board--'Charlie Smith is baving a 1
leaving party {at his request) after 28 years of service. We are rresemting
him with a silver cup'—to wait for a screw to take you into the prison's |
innards.MUpstaire in the mess, the band wait for Paul, sittingat a tabls ’

devouring sandwiches and tea. John has dressed for the occasion: NO FUTUHE f =)
. FUTINL: FUTURS down the freomt of his shirt, ANARCHY dripping‘across the back. i ',ff
Through the barred windows, across the courtyard, a cell block, the rowsof = [ -(:5.J
windows oriss-crossed with three sets of bars, fumms golden in-the aftesoon . -~
sun. At 'a table at the other end of.the room a group of screws have nﬁmm 2 3

~———=%ga, all in blue % wniforms with large, thick silver chains hanging frem tht:l:.."l Y
“+  belt, looping to thedm knme and ending in a fistful of keys. It really needs |
_C'.oda:d.. eamera slowly tracking from oneend of the room to the other, from
Pistols to Police, to.get the . full effect.
Screw (incredulous): 'Is that the pop groupt!
Other Serew (supericr sneer): 'Well. They're supposed to be.! -
" The small theatre echoes a lot. There is a backdrop behind the equipment, A
a cityscape with lots of billboards, in between the Coke and Cinzano ads the -
simple messages POT and I3D. The band warm up with a diamcend hard 'Wham Bam
Thank You Maam', then a few of their own. When the sound check finishes |
everyone except sound wizards Dave and Eim have to go backstage, and the !
audiente are let in. '
They run. Long hair, short hair, young middle aged, their clothes & jumble
of jackets, sweaters, slippers, bocta. Sir blacks stroll iny five of them walk
out after ten minutes. Some guys have sewn flares into their levis.
"God, there won't be any girls in the andience," ‘says Steve.,
"Thatts alright,” jeers Hils, "Tou'll still be able to play." i
They walk on one by one. Steve gets a few wolf whistles, John gets & lot.
s Te welesmes them with & goeeting Iium the Queen (cheers and whistles) l.nd a "
$ e nessage from the recently released Rem, who weuld have loved to come, but he's
been banned. Dead silence.
John emunciates '"Anarchy! very-clearly. There is wild applause. 'I Wamna
Be Me! gets a 1little less approval, the third tune a 1little less, apd sc on. {
And they are playing great. In the short btreaks between songs Jolnm taunts theam. |
You're like a bunch of fucking statuesl I bet yom've all got a good case of :
rilasl Movel . |
; q
|

"We're not allowed to."
I don't care——tear the fucking plase apartl
The audience loeves it, yelling bask with no hesitation. They even warm to
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-gome 0*‘ the songs;. "Sub M:Lssmn 'Steppin g Stomé!, 'Problems'y
, Mhiart, 211 get heavy chesrs and , eve’ is e:rplb"ing clean cowmbzy, o

", lots oi‘ clear, precise notes. Mid 2 d.::nciu have been altered, tidied up.
John«is enunciating what he.fonsi rbantlyrics wery clealry.

_ Paul and Glern hammer it ail home 3 y, é beat for .the feets
e try to keep it down to five song," Steve confesses a.fterwards.

In.tlew York! he hreaks two sir new ones a.rp strung the =
andiénce waait John to tell & joke., well mefone."

SN Qkenn  replies “the (‘a;wta..bn; e the Cabtain'ssSeat, front row centres
I’e is big, tammed, middle-aged. He alw: 2 sits in the Captain's Seat. "There
was th guy s 868, gpd he didn®t y dicke So wxﬂe he got heme abt night
;aye his w:.“e a ﬁocc‘l ‘bollockingi® e o

Huckint 'elld Thatlestwenty &
the place apart.

. ' Ag the intro to 'Sevenbeen' win
" 0nly instead of crashing dmm into'his skins he just keeps on going gk over
W ' vackwards, stooliand alls nPigsef}? yells John, pointing an accusing finger at.
i G el culprit lying on the floor helpless with laughter. "Sorry," he waves when
he finally ;'egalns his seat
" <The prison h.tp@ie-—long 1:8,.14_, Flares,
’nrowﬂ his denim coat on stage. John ster
asks for it back. With great ei‘*‘o*‘c John lands i% r,hree feet short. With a
| nervous  logk arcund the h_ppie getg up sndsgrabs his jacket. During the last=:
e 'svg%rep:ise of 'mna:r:chy'« ‘he leaps to his ‘feet and starts SRERpdancings’
o Hob@ody stops him. Afterwards, two of the cons “say that the first couple of
Y. times he did.that he got beaten on. The pipes just bent on his head. -
; : o As they. aialk off there!ls dead nmacm For five minutes ‘itts quiet, then a
,_sudden eruption of applatse and, gells fof more, After the encore there ds
ancther eruption. The longer the band play, the longer they're out of their
cells. "Go om," says a scCrew. "Give.then 3&"391’&@7‘ aneﬁ‘ John rei‘ases. witm
¢ ‘flsh L he smileéa & is

i)
I

ars u,.m" Joﬁnic choice of a ﬁ.rst word . cra.cks

=

up Paunl leans back, both arms in the a.lr

jeads, bare feed ult*a. ‘glazed eyea—
nds on d%, then ignores if, The owner.

7~»~ﬂ

n T}mee st ack chai:s while the band
% 'pack eqmpment.. " Jegus," % o tha shages ,'%&Fe*ile‘i:?—féomg«,te ta:x’ :
and .Scive some clothes off you lot, *'cU*'e all dressed in ragsi™

jrsne 19&(. +the wan; three uua.rds “stan and &nd wasoh, the A¥satian &t their feet pe::iod— |
£ ically howling. One guy sz site’in th front of the ven, talking %o the
4 joke is made about hiding in the van on the way oute

o thanks., I'm.oub in a. montha. ¥
.5 ot 3.f we can’ help igs" a vamw wm& says m.*h a Jokey b8 smle.

The van crosses ths courtya *(i .,o & exit gete. It ©pens noisily, the van .
rollg in, the egate closes kal it, then wtew a m.u'mte the front one rolls
nugk. Itls. & few sgtonds beL if.e;cf ginks ipd trafflc, people walk.'t.ng

a,bou't, ‘,zgn‘s, noise.
"That was really strange,”

“ifot ‘1&‘*7.112,4_3' a.nj girls in thefaud.z.encé."

Tezry
15/9/16
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